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FADE IN:

INT. MORGUE - DAY

A rustic, dimly lit coroner’s office.

A disheveled CORONER with a DIRTY WHITE COAT, a COWBOY HAT 
and a SHERIFF’S BADGE stands next to a body on a table 
covered in a WHITE SHEET. Next to him stands DOCTOR PHILLIPS, 
in his street clothes.

The Coroner pulls the sheet back and Dr. Phillips recoils in 
horror.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
I feared some fate like this may 
befall the poor girl.

The Coroner covers the body.

CORONER
Since you’ve been their family 
physician all along, tell me what 
you know about her mother.

Doctor Phillips reflects for a moment.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
A strong awareness of tragedy has 
run through her life...

EXT. YARD OF HOUSE - DAY

A TEEN HELEN kneels over a small grave in the yard.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
(V.O.)

At fifteen, she had looked like a 
widow after her Persian kitten was 
poisoned. She mourned for it during 
six months...

The teen, dressed all in black, stands before a CASKET with 
her mother by her side and her family behind.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

When her father died at the end of 
the kitten’s six months, the 
mourning continued uninterrupted.



A firm resolve sets into the teenager’s jaw as she looks at 
her father’s peaceful, pasty face.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

At twenty five, she married Hubert 
Van Deventer, a florid hunter...

HUBERT VAN DEVENTER, in his hunting outfit, trips out of 
sight, his GUN DISCHARGING.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

...who shot himself three months 
after they were married.

HELEN, now a woman, stands over a CRIB, peering in at a 
BEAUTIFUL BABY, with wide eyes and no smile.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

Six months after his death, Helen 
gave birth to Hilda.

INT. CORONER’S OFFICE - DAY

Dr. Phillips looks sadly at the covered body and sighs 
deeply.

CORONER
(probing)

Another sad end for Mrs. Deventer 
it seems?

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
Yes. Sad indeed.

INT. DOCTOR PHILLIP’S OFFICE - DAY

Turn of the 20th century doctor’s office.

Helen sits next to SIX YEAR OLD HILDA in front of a younger 
Doctor Phillips, who is behind an oak desk.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
(V.O.)

I met young Hilda when she was 
six...
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DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
Hilda is not completely well in her 
mind. I suggest she be taken to a 
psychiatrist.

Helen’s eyes widen with pain.

HELEN
You are sure, Doctor?

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
Fairly sure. I am not a specialist. 

Helen looks away.

HELEN
I cannot take her to another man. 
You’ve always had the care of us.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
But she might be cured if we went 
about it right...

Helen stands, pulling Hilda to her feet.

HELEN
She won’t ever get well doctor. She 
was born at the wrong time. Her 
father’s death was too much for me. 

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
Then what do you intend to do?

HELEN
Wait and hope. I’ll just watch her 
and care for her, that seems to be 
my life...

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
It seems to me you force hardships 
upon yourself.

HELEN
No amount of tragedy can break down 
my endurance doctor.

Helen leaves the doctor shaking his head.

INT. DEVENTER HOME - HILDA’S ROOM - NIGHT

Hilda sits up suddenly, throwing her blankets off, covered in 
sweat. She SCREAMS in terror.
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DOCTOR PHILLIPS
(V.O.)

It wasn’t long after this that 
visions and dreams began to come to 
Hilda...

Helen comes into the room and sits to comfort her daughter.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

Terrible creatures of the night, 
with claws and teeth...

Hilda sobs hysterically as Helen pets her hair.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

Helen began to sit by the little 
girl’s bedside until dawn.

Helen watches the sun rise over her sleeping daughter, her 
eyes wide and feverish.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

Next, came the lies...

INT. DEVENTER HOME - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Helen looks up from her paper as Hilda enters.

HILDA
I went to an old man’s house and he 
let me ride his big gold elephant. 
Then he gave me this watch.

Hilda presents a BEAUTIFUL WATCH set with diamonds.

HELEN
You know that didn’t happen. Where 
did you get the watch?

HILDA
The old man gave it to me.

Helen forces the WATCH from Hilda’s wrist, leaving Hilda 
rubbing her arm.

On the back of the WATCH are monogrammed the initials “J.S.”

HELEN
Tell me where you found it!
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HILDA
The old man gave it to me.

Helen glares at Hilda, then storms out of the room with the 
watch.

INT. DOCTOR PHILLIP’S OFFICE - DAY

Helen sits before Phillip’s desk, alone.

HELEN
I don’t know what to do about the 
lies anymore doctor. If they might 
be true. She ran away for four days 
and says she married a gypsy!

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
I’ve told you she should be put in 
the hands of a specialist. Hilda 
will be very much worse now that 
she is reaching maturity. She may 
turn homicidal or run off with the 
first man she sees. She needs help.

HELEN
What do you suggest?

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
A hospital for the insane.

Helen looks like the wind has been knocked out of her.

HELEN
I won’t do it. I’ll stay with her 
myself and not let her out of my 
sight.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
Helen, why take this misery on your 
own shoulders? 

HELEN
I cannot send her away.

Helen stands up and walks out with her head high.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
(V.O.)

It was then that I began to realize 
that she must have gotten some 
pleasure out of her pain.

Dr. Phillips’ eyes tighten in disdain as he watches her go.
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INT. CORONER’S OFFICE - DAY

CORONER
What became of them after this?

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
Helen moved out to the country. 
Entirely isolated herself and the 
girl.

EXT. LOG CABIN - DAY

A CAR pulls up next to the cabin.

Helen dances out of the CAR and does a little spin on the 
grass.

Hilda exits the car slowly, HAT pulled over her eyes and 
walks straight into the house.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
(V.O.)

I admit, I did not contact Helen or 
the girl after that.

Helen follows Hilda inside...

INT. LOG CABIN - DAY

...to see Hilda breaking FURNITURE.

Helen grabs Hilda to stop her.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
(V.O.)

I can only assume things got 
worse...

Helen pushes Hilda into a room with barred windows and locks 
the door shut.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS (CONT’D)
(V.O.)

The lies Hilda must have told...

EXT. LOG CABIN - DAY

A LOCAL NEIGHBOR walks up to the cabin around the building, 
admiring the craftsmanship.

Suddenly, a window breaks out.
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The man slowly walks up to the window and sees Hilda inside.

NEIGHBOR
Hello! What have they got you 
locked up for?

HILDA
They’re starving me. Can’t get my 
money until I’m dead.

NEIGHBOR
We’ll just see about that!

HILDA
Don’t tell them. Just help me and 
I’ll get my money and marry you.

The neighbor squints suspiciously.

NEIGHBOR
Sure, I’ll help you. Just wait 
here.

INT. LOG CABIN - LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Hilda walks in to the living room and sits down softly as 
Helen lowers her book to gaze upon the girl.

HELEN
My darling. Feeling better, aren’t 
you?

HILDA
Oh yes.

HELEN
You will like living here after you 
get used to it awhile.

HILDA
Maybe I won’t have to.

HELEN
Who is it now? The gypsy prince 
again?

HILDA
No. But I will love him just the 
same. We made our plans today.

HELEN
Is it the man who came to the house 
this afternoon?
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Hilda jumps out of her chair.

HILDA
I won’t tell you another thing!

Helen smiles and shakes her head as Hilda storms out.

INT. HELEN’S ROOM - NIGHT

Half in a dream, Helen hears SAWING going on, causing her to 
toss in her sleep.

Suddenly it stops. Helen bolts upright.

She puts on her robe and checks Hilda’s room - there is a bar 
missing from the window and the girl is gone!

Helen grabs a SHOTGUN, puts on boots and heads out the door.

INT. CORONER’S OFFICE - DAY

Helen walks into the coroner’s office, looking disheveled and 
devastated.

CORONER
Mrs. Deventer.

She nods at both men.

CORONER (CONT’D)
You say you found the girl like 
this?

She nods painfully.

CORONER (CONT’D)
(with contempt)

Considering the care she was given, 
this girl never had a chance. I’ll 
instruct a suicide verdict.

The Coroner turns on his heel and walks out.

Helen looks as though she were going to an execution.

DOCTOR PHILLIPS
Don’t look that way, Helen! 

Helen’s eyes ice over.

HELEN
Don’t worry about me, Doctor.
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As Helen leaves slowly, Doctor Phillips’ face draws into a 
doubtful frown.

FADE OUT.
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